
Aldersgate In Action
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth: “It’s Time...” is the name of our current sermon series, which has been designed to explore 
the season of Advent, during which we are invited to prepare our hearts for the coming of Christ. Today’s 
sermon, “to Stand Up,” is the first in the series.  You will find the order of worship for today’s service on 
Page 4. 



In the Works
Regularly Scheduled Services and Opportunities to Grow and Serve:

Sunday:  
    9:00 a.m.   Traditional Worship 
  10:05 a.m.   Sunday School
  11:00 a.m.   Contemporary Worship
    2:00 p.m.   Children’s Musical 
                        Work Day 
    7:30 p.m.   College Ministry

Monday:
      7:00 p.m.  Boy Scouts                                                                             

  Tuesday: 
     Noon         UMW Luncheon, 
        Speaker: Elizabeth Moss
     6:00 p.m.  Jubilee Ringers
In Depth:  Each week, the pages of the In Action will contain updates, news and other information about 
Aldersgate’s music ministry, the children’s, youth and college ministries, and opportunities to serve in the 
Mission Field. (The Mission Field has been identified as four areas of focus in which to share the love of 
God outside of the church locally: McMurry University (and other Abilene colleges and universities), Bowie 
Elementary, Our Neighborhoods and Aldersgate Academy). 

All are welcome! Please contact the Office (672-7893), if you’d like to know
    more about becoming involved in the activities on the schedule below. 

Wednesday:
      6:00 p.m. Children’s Musical
                        Rehearsal
      7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir

Thursday: 
       6:00 p.m. McMurry Concert

Saturday:
       10:00 a.m. PJs and Presents

December 13:      
    Combined Church 
    Service and All-
    Church Meal
 
December 24: 
    Christmas Eve 
    Service @ 5:00 p.m.

This Week: Upcoming Events:

College Ministry: Finals Brunch Next Week!
    Every semester we try to do a couple of special 
things for our college students as they finish up course 
projects, papers, and final exams. One way we support 
students during these stressful weeks is by offering a 
free brunch to kick off the week of final exams. The 
brunch will be next Monday, December 7, from 9:00 
a.m. – 11:00 a.m. Students may come and go before 
or after their final exams. Would you be interested in 
serving at the finals brunch next week? We are asking 

for donated breakfast casseroles or other specialty breakfast dishes as well as help in the kitchen before or 
during the event (washing/cutting fruit, making coffee, etc.). If neither of those opportunities appeal to 
you, you may also greet students as they come and go or simply sit down and visit with them as they enjoy 
their meal. If you would like to offer your service in any of these ways, please let me know by emailing me 
at kyle@aldersgateabilene.org. I am excited to offer this brunch to our students as they finish their courses 
and head home for Christmas break, and I hope you will join me! 
Grace and Peace — Kyle Watson



Children’s Ministry: PJs and Presents 
    Don’t forget that PJs and Presents will take place this 
Saturday, December 5, from 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. This 
is a fun day for kids to come to church in their PJs, make 
presents for their loved ones, hear the Christmas story, 
eat lunch and watch a Christmas movie. Amber and I 
appreciate everyone who has signed up to help because 
we can’t do it without you! If you signed up to help, please 
arrive at the church at 9:45 a.m. Youth, we appreciate your 
help too! If you can get here at 9:30 a.m. on Saturday, we’ll 
have a short meeting, and I’ll tell you where you will be 
working that day. We are looking forward to a great day, 
and we can’t wait to see everyone on Saturday!  
— Alayna Brooks

Academy Connection: Card Making
      Think back to the days before email and texting, the days when 
one would eagerly await the mail carrier’s surprises. There was great 
anticipation of what the mail would include. What would it be? A 
package? A glossy catalog? A post card? A hand written note? Such 
joy and excitement would abound from his delivery. Our church 
has the pleasure of keeping this excitement alive for the students 
and staff of the Aldersgate Academy.  Twice a year, members of the 
congregation gather to create handmade birthday cards. These cards 
are then signed, addressed and mailed to the recipients on their 
birthday. Imagine the joy these simple cards bring when they are 
delivered by the mail carrier: envelopes full of birthday wishes and 
a sweet and thoughtful reminder of Jesus’ unwavering love. If you’re 
interested in volunteering your time or resources in the Academy 
mission field area, please contact Kristie Poorman at 669-9479 or me 
at 690-0710. — Dawn Ripple, Academy Mission Team Chairman 

Baby Shower: Auggie Feltz Coming Soon!
      If you did not already know, our beloved Associate Pastor, Amy Wilson Feltz and her husband, Jason 
are expecting a beautiful baby boy at the end of December! You all are invited to attend a baby shower for 
Auggie Feltz on Saturday, December 12 from 10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. in the Patio Room at Aldersgate UMC. 
Join us for a time of celebration, games, food, and fun as we shower Amy and Jason with love! If you would 
like to bring a gift, they are registered at Target and Kids Village. Let’s celebrate the birth of this sweet and 
precious child, as well as his caring and compassionate parents! If you have any questions, please feel free to 
email me at jessica@aldersgateabilene.org or call me at (210) 849-9122. — Jessica Watson



It’s Time...to Stand Up 
Luke 21: 25-36
Sermon Notes

      Our Mission: Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus

Nations…Perplexity…red Starbuck’s cups and the Sea?

How we deal…

Our Calling

The WORDS of Jesus

Our Hope:  Come and Coming

Because I have experienced the life of Christ with deeper intensity than I have my own daily affairs, 
the Gospel story now interprets for me the world’s story. It is through the Gospel narrative, as 
through a window or a template, that I see all things, that I relate to them and come to know them.

Walter Wangerin



Youth Ministry: Coming Soon
     Hey, Youth! I hope you had an awesome Thanksgiving! Due to the holidays, we will not be meeting 
tonight. However, I wanted to give you an update on all the awesome things we have planned for the next 
few months.
      Next week, on December 6th,  we will meet as normal at Aldersgate from 5-7:30 p.m. The following week, 
on December 13th, we will be meeting for our annual Progressive Dinner from 5-7:30 p.m. More details 
will be given this coming week. As usual, we will do a gift exchange, so bring the silliest gift ($5 or less) 
wrapped or bagged. During January 22-23, we will be joining with churches all over Abilene at the Civic 
Center for Disciple Now in an effort to unite as one church for an awesome weekend of worship, fellowship 
and discipleship. The cost will be $25, which covers the cost of a shirt, food, speaker, band, and much more. 
Further details on the event will be sent via email, so if you’re interested please make sure I have your email 
address.
     Our last bit of news is that we have scheduled our Spring Break Ski Trip 2016!! During March 14-
18, we will take a group to Salida, Colorado, 
to ski the Monarch Mountains. The trip will 
cost approximately $300, which will include 
travel, lodging, 7 out of 13 meals, lift tickets and 
equipment rentals. Families are also welcome to 
attend. 
     I’m excited about what God has planned for 
this youth group in the coming months and hope 
you can be a part of it! — Daniel Mathis

Mission Field and Beyond: Giving Thanks 
    When I look at the cornucopia that adorns the altar in our 
Sanctuary during November each year, I can’t help but think 
of the abundance of God’s creation. In God’s world, in God’s 
economy, there is plenty to go around so that everyone has 
enough. As someone who has more than enough, I think 
about this truth everyday, and I know that many of you do, too, 
because I see your generosity being exercised consistently. For 
those of you who took food to families from Bowie Elementary 
so they could enjoy a traditional Thanksgiving meal, I say, 
“Thanks be to God.” For those of you who donated money to 

purchase coats for students at Bowie I say, “Thanks be to God.”  For those of you who are taking doves off of 
the tree to provide Christmas Gifts for Bowie, I say, “Thanks be to God.” To those of you who donated items 
and money and packed shoeboxes to share the gospel with children around the world through Operation 
Christmas Child last week, I say, “Thanks be to God.” To those of you who will make homemade goods and 
take them to people who work on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day, I say, “Thanks be to God.” Thank you 
for living out of a theology of abundance. Our community is richer for it. — Amy Wilson Feltz



In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in 
the community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information 
about service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. 
This page is dedicated to matters of prayer, presence, and gifts.
Prayers

Gifts

Clay Meadows
Doris Ogden
Dori Oiler
Lou Swindell
Ken Schmidt
Alice Shaw
Alice Alcala

Carolyn Strain
Military and Families
Mary Gregory
Millie Speed
Sarah Doucette
Delmon Wilson

Presence                       11.22.2015

Budget for 2015 = $808,647.00
Received This Week = $7,934.67
Received This Month-to-Date = $49,437.36
Received Year-to-Date = $684,862.97
2015 Faith Promise Pledge = $41,819.00
2015 Faith Promise Contributions = $45,262.84

Staying Connected:

Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

The e-mail prayer list is coordinated by Barbara Owens. Please send prayer requests and 
requests to join the e-mail list to prayer@aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth: Aldersgate offers two forms of electronic giving: Online Bill 
Pay and ACH Direct Draft.  EFT Authorization Forms are available in 
the office and on our website at www.aldersgateabilene.org.  If you have 
additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact K.B. Woods (672-
7893, kbwoods@aldersgateabilene.org).  

Lou Adams
Clinton Gayle
Addison English
Lora Langford
Bob Kuykendall
Sherli Aldridge

9:00 a.m. Traditional Service = 227
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Service = 147  

Total Worship = 374
Sunday School = 172

Aldersgate volunteers serve at the Methodist Food Pantry, located at N. 1st and 
Shelton, on the second Tuesday of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free 
childcare is available. For more information call Susan Steele at 605-381-6322.

Ministry Leaders
Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017

Finance: K. B. Woods

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

     & Amber Redman

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Academy: Carol Rogers

Reception: Susan Acosta

Administration: Kathryn Andrews

Custodial Services: 

     Robert SandovalFacebook page: facebook.com/AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church
Twitter:@AldersgateABI
Instagram:@aldersgateabi

In Depth: Sunday School classes are offered at 10:05 a.m. for all ages. To learn 
more about Adult Sunday School classes, call Amy Wilson Feltz at 672-7893 or 
send an e-mail to amywilsonfeltz@aldersgateabilene.org.

Once again, the fellowship at AUMC and other Brother and Sisters from Abilene’s 
Christian community unselfishly gave of themselves to provide toys, candy, 
hygiene items and sponsorship so that at least 146 children around the World 
will be blessed by this year’s Operation Christmas Child and the opportunity to 
hear the Gospel. “Well done, good and faithful servants.”
     — Charles and Maudie Webb

Thank You!



by Pastor Steve
We invite you 
to read Margin: 
Restoring Emotional, 
Physical, Financial, 
and Time Reserves to 
Overloaded Lives by 
Richard Swenson. 
If you would like a 
copy, please call the 
church office at 672-7893, or make a 
note on the Welcome Card, and we will 
order a copy for you. The price is $14. 
Grace and Peace!
  —  Pastor Steve and Pastor Amy

  Suggested Reading

Daily Bible Readings

In the Word                

Sun:    
Mon:  
Tue:   
Wed:  
Thur:  
Fri:    
Sat:   

How sweet are your words to my taste, 
sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
                                            Psalm 119: 103

Below you will find a list of sermon 
related passages and a list of passages 
that will take you through the Bible in 
a year. Please consider reading both 
each day as we continue to grow in our 
knowledge of God’s word.  

Joshua 12-15
Joshua 16-18
Joshua 19-21
Joshua 22-24
Judges 1-2
Judges 3-5
Judges 6-7

   Sermon Passages

     Chronological Bible Readings

Sun:    
Mon:  
Tue:   
Wed:  
Thur:  
Fri:    
Sat:      

Luke 21:25-36
James 5:7-11
Psalm 25:1-10
Isaiah 40:1-31
Jerimiah 33:1-16
I Thessalonians 3:9-13
Matthew 5:1-12

     But when the fullness of time had come, 
God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born 
under the law, to redeem those who were under 

the law, so that we might receive adoption as children. And because 
you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, 
crying, “Abba! Father!” So you are no longer a slave, but children, and 
children, then an heir through God. Ephesians 4:4-7
    It’s time . . . for the holidays, for shopping, for eating, for getting 
together, for spending money, for serving, for giving gifts, for eating 
more, for “extra” worshiping. The dates on our calendars, watches 
and smartphones tell us that December 25th is approaching, and 
New Year’s Day is not far behind.
      For centuries, however, followers of Jesus have observed a different 
calendar. For us, the New Year begins today! We have adopted this 
Christian Calendar because historically God has given His people 
calendars to mark His decisive actions in our lives.  
    God’s first given calendar was a weekly calendar that directs and 
guides us to work six days and rest on the seventh, the Shabbat. We 
are directed to rest, because God rests (Genesis 2:1-2).  
   The second calendar marks the months and year according to 
major high points of God’s intervention in human history.  Passover 
(deliverance from Egypt), Pentecost (giving of the law on Mt. Sinai), 
and Tabernacles (God’s miraculous provisions during the wilderness 
wanderings and of the Promised Land itself) historically oriented 
the people of God in His mighty acts.  Israel kept time according to 
this calendar.  For the centuries, following in the steps of the Jewish 
people, the church has kept time by observing the world-altering 
acts of God at Christmas and Easter.        
     It is telling that the beginning of our current Christian Calendar is 
marked with four-plus weeks of waiting and longing. This season of 
Advent gives us the needed space to sit with our desires and longing 
and to reflect on the fact that the comings of Christ, His birth and 
His return, are ultimately the only things that can fill us. Would 
you be willing to offer your desire and longings to God this Advent 
as a way to clean out your soul, believing that Jesus has the knack 
of bringing with him a fullness that we may not have experienced 
before . . . just in time?       


